WHO IS #PJPOWER
The teachers are the bedrock of Phyllis Jowell Day School. We choose teachers that are innovative role
models of our values, team players and inspire a love of life long learning in our students.

Lizbe Botes
Mrs Lizbe Botes has been a Principal for the past 8 years. She
has a B.Dram, HDE qualification and has many years of
experience in education. She is passionate about making a
difference in children's lives and has been involved in Leadership
training and teacher develpoment in underprivileged
communities. 'An excellent teacher is one who inspires.'

Rabbi Gavi Ziegler
Rabbi Gavi Ziegler is the Campus Rabbi. He moved down to Cape
Town last year after learning for seven years at the Yeshivah
Gedolah of Johannesburg. He sees the school's moto of "Derech
Eretz Im Torah" as a guiding value both in living and educating.
His objective is to instil in the children a love and passion for
Torah, while encouraging a balanced and healthy lifestyle.

Moyra Metcalfe
Moyra is the HOD of the Intermediate Phase and
holds qualifications from the Johannesburg
College of Education and UNISA. She has taught
at private and government institutions. She
inspires the children to see education as a life
experience, not restricted to the classroom and is
a talented art teacher.

Janine Gad
Janine is the HOD of the Pre School and holds
an HDE in Preschool Teaching and an Early
Childhood Development special needs
qualification, which is her passion. She has vast
experience in Grade R and has managed a
preschool. She helps each child to reach their full
potential, feel confident, and develop a love for
learning.

Laura Collura
Laura is the HOD of the Foundation Phase and
has been an educator since she first graduated
from the teacher's college in Johannesburg in
1989. She moved to Cape Town in 1994 to teach
learners with special needs at Weizmann. She
then worked at Tafelberg Junior School where
she taught Grade one for six years. From 20052018 she was the Principal of the School of
Hope, working with at-risk and vulnerable youth.

Leah Silman
Leah is the Kodesh Co-Ordinator and holds a
certification in Kodesh subjects from Seminary
BMC Teachers College, Canada. Leah teaches
Grade R and 1 and believes that the consecutive
years’ teaching enables palpable and sustained
growth in her pupils. She sees PJJDS as a gift to
her family and the community.

Jeanne Freed
Jeanne is the School Counsellor. She is a
Clinical Social Worker with a Master’s Degree in
Social Work from UCT with over 20 years
experience in the field of child and family mental
health. Jeanne ensures that the emotional and
social needs of all the learners are always taken
into consideration.

Veronica Handley
Ms Veronica Handley is the newly appointed
SENCO for Phyllis Jowell. She is currently
completing her Masters Degree in Education
Psychology. She is a qualified educator and
specializes in teaching children with special
needs. Veronica also holds an honours degree
in Counselling Psychology. Her passion is
special education and children.

PLEASE CONTACT PJJDS ON 021 438 4545 / RECEPTION@PJ.ORG.ZA
FOR ANY ENQUIRIES AND APPLICATIONS

WHO IS #PJPOWER
The Kodesh teachers are the bedrock of Phyllis Jowell Jewish Day School. We choose teachers that are innovative role
models of our values, team players and inspire a love of life long learning in our students.

Leah Silman
Leah is the Kodesh Co-Ordinator and holds a
certification in Kodesh subjects from Seminary BMC
Teachers College, Canada. Leah teaches Grade R
and 1 and believes that teaching the consecutive
years’ enables palpable and sustained growth in her
pupils. She sees PJJDS as a gift to her family and the
community.

Rabbi Gavi Ziegler
Gavi strives to make his Kodesh classes as
interactive as possible while aiming to instill
a love for Hashem and Torah in all of his
students. Gavi spent over 7 years in the
Yeshiva Gedolah of Johannesburg as well as
some time in Mir Yeshiva in Israel.

Rabbi Ziegler
Rabbi Ziegler has been involved in Torah teaching
and education for over 19 years. His classes are
centred on the texts of the Chumash and Rashi
and often involve lessons in Derech Eretz and
Torah Values. He completed 10 years of study at
The Yeshivah Gedolah Of Johannesburg where he
attained semicha. Rabbi Ziegler is the Rabbi of
Camps Bay Shul.

Bev Coblentz
Bevs teaching nachas is to see the captivation and
fascination on the faces of the children when
learning Torah, or specifically Navi. She always try
and parallel ancient and current times so that the
lessons learnt from ancient times can be applied to
our time frame. She is a qualified Limudei Kodesh
and Hebrew teacher and also has a BA degree in
Jewish studies and English.

Arielle Wolffs
After high school, Arielle attended Midreshet
HaRova in Jerusalem. She then went on to
complete her B.Ed degree in Intermediate and
Senior Phases at CPUT. She was a madricha and
mazkira in Bnei Akiva and is passionate about
education, both formal and informal.

Sandra Hoffman
Sandra believes that the students should feel
comfortable trying to speak Hebrew and
encourages them to do so as often as possible.
As a young girl Sandra’s parents made Aliya so
she learnt Hebrew as a spoken language. After
returning to South Africa and matriculating, she
studied to be a teacher at the Johannesburg
College of Education.

Nadia Saban
Nadia is the Pre-School Curriculum
Coordinator. She strongly believes in the
value of role play and integrated,
experiential learning. She graduated from
UCT with a Bachelor of Sciences, majoring
in Psychology, and went on to complete
her Post Graduate Certificate in Education
from UNISA.

Rabbi Sam Thurgood
Rabbi Sam believes that true learning happens when
enthusiasm, knowledge, positive attitude and commitment
to hard work all meet. He has wide teaching experience
from Johannesburg, Durban, and now Cape Town. He is the
Rabbi of Beit Midrash Morash at Arthur’s Road in Cape
Town. Rabbi Sam has a Post Graduate Diploma in
Coaching from SACAP. He is currently enrolled for a
Masters Degree in Jewish Education at the London School
of Jewish Education.

Chani Hecht
Chani is passionate about introducing and
teaching Chumash. She makes the lessons
fun and engaging, instilling in the children
a lifelong love for torah learning. After
graduating from Beth Chana Teachers
Seminary in Tzfat, Israel, Morah Chani
went on to teach in Belgium, New York,
Pretoria and now Cape Town.
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THANK YOU CAPE TOWN
COMMUNITY FOR YOUR #PJPOWER
INVESTMENT
Thank you to

for your contribution to our #PJPOWER campaign

ADMISSIONS ARE OPEN FOR 2019!
VISIT WWW.PHYLLISJOWELL.ORG.ZA

