
 

              The Campus Rabbi’s Message 

      

 
One of the key aspects of Phyllis Jowell Jewish Day School of which I am most proud 

is our deep integration of Kodesh and General Studies. I am referring to the integration 

that happens in the lessons taught and the themes that are covered, as I will elaborate 

later. 

 

Another unique aspect of Phyllis Jowell is the collaboration between the General 

Studies Staff and the Kodesh staff. We are constantly bouncing ideas off one another 

and sharing a range of techniques that we find have worked well in the classroom. 

With each grade having a Secular and Kodesh teacher, the collaboration of the two 

has helped produce a greater picture of each learners’ strengths and identifying 

possible areas where extra focus is needed. 

 

As a Kodesh teacher myself, I am grateful that I get the opportunity to engage with 

the students on many different levels and in different settings. These settings include 

break duty and extra murals. This helps me identify the students' different strengths 

that may not be as overtly expressed in a classroom setting. 

 

In terms of the integration of the actual academic content, our International Curriculum 

lends itself easily to be informed by Torah values.  

 

In our Mile Post one (Grades R, 1, 2) we are learning about stories of our past. Our 

Kodesh teacher infuses this subject with the story of creation from the Chumash. 

 

In Mile Post two (Grades 3 and 4) they are learning about inventions and inventors. 

The Kodesh teachers have integrated this by speaking about the difference between 

inventions and creations. Only Hashem has the ability to create something out of 

nothing.  

 

Mile Post three (Grades 5 and 6) are learning about commerce and different aspects 

that affect how businesses are managed. Here the Kodesh teacher will be part of the 

initial knowledge harvest and share the Torah values of ethical business. 

 

I hope this gives you some insight into our integrated and unique offering at Phyllis 

Jowell Jewish Day School. 


