
 

                  The Principal’s Message 

 

 
Dear Phyllis Jowell School family  

 

I am most humbled to share my very first communique with you as Principal of Phyllis Jowell Jewish 

Day School (PJJDS). I am delighted to welcome your precious children back to school today on 

Wednesday, 15 January. I prefer using the term "our children" as we assume the parental role at 

school, in loco parentis. 

  

Our team is committed to ensuring that our children receive a balanced education and that the 

Jewish way and religion is integral to our schooling experience. Our Campus Rabbi, Rabbi Gavi 

Ziegler, with whom I work very closely, ensures that the Jewish aspect of our children's education 

receives proper attention and he guides us with great care and commitment. 

  

I look forward to meeting with parents and I encourage parents to be visible participants in the 

schooling of our children, hereby ensuring that our children receive the best education.  

  

I thank the Board Of Governors for their warm welcome and well wishes, and I appreciate all past 

and current teachers, principals, students and parents for their contributions to the development of 

our school over many years. 

  

As my family and I settle into Cape Town, and I settle into PJJDS, I thank you for your support. 

  

Torah Im Derech Eretz, our motto, is not an after-thought but the guiding star which leads our 

educational processes and the way we do things at the Phyllis Jowell Jewish Day School. Torah 

with the way of the world and proper conduct is the ethos of our school in which we have 

confidence. In my opinion, there is no surer way to raise our children other than with the very 

Word of G-d being integral to their education. We are proud to state that in addition to such a 

solid foundation, we follow the International Primary Curriculum which facilitates the acquisition of 

knowledge, skills and understanding, as well as international mindedness (having an awareness of 

ourselves and others). 

 

Our children are given the opportunity to express themselves through the arts, music and sport, 

hereby discovering themselves, exploring the world and enjoying life. Here children also learn 

from their outstanding role models i.e. the committed staff who exemplify sound ethics and 

values. 

 

Fun, happiness and warmth, are in the atmosphere at PJJDS with a strong sense of occasion. 

 

Yours in education  

Mr T Thomas 


